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REPRESSION OF A RELIGOUS COMMUNITY IN ARGENTINA
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The contimuing "SECRET DETENTION" of Fathers Cauzzarri, Silvs and .
Bugdop in Buencs -Aires

April, 1978.

The Little Brothers of the Cospel(Charles de
Foucauld) is a recently-founded religous congregation in the Roman
Catholic Church, which is especially dedicated to working amoung the
poor, obpressed and rejected of society. In 196q the first members
of this community went to Argentina from France to work in the Chaco
forests in the north of the country. Since that time, the fraternity,
(hs it is more commonly known) has worked in many other parts including
the oliy of Buenos Aires itself. However, last July, 1977, it was

. >

decided to close the remaining fraternity in Argentina and leave the ;géﬁz E a

country‘ because of the repression which the community had suffered ‘5 2 g '%5

particularly over the last twa years., For the first time in almost ';\gzglg o>

twenty years the brothers had to finally say good-bye to their many =1 %5%

friends amoung the poor. Because of the violence of the persecution ~i saﬁisﬁi

it was impossible to continue. ?g gg g

The first direct attack began in 1974, when all the four - ﬁ‘ﬂ é%

brothers working in a fraternity in the province of Tucuman were im- Jg =

- prisioned but released some ten days later. When two of them were 51= jg_ e
again detained some months later in October, it was decided %o close
down the fraterpnity there. During the same year, QTiéternity,whiohi
had been established in a shanty-town on the outskirts of Cérdoba some }
years previously, was atitacked by paramilitary groups, and the brothers

had to leave the community. A former brother Nello Rougier was later
arrested in September 1975 when he was travelling from Cérdaba. There
are many versions about what has happened to him afterwards but still ,
no definite news, if he is alive or dead, or in what condition he is

being detained.

During April, 1975 the fraternity in the province of La Rieja
was raided several times by the police so that it became impoasible to
continue -there. (ne brother of that community Henri de Solan, who
had afterwards gone to work in the province of’Corrientes, was detained
in September 1976 and deported to Franoe in February 1978. After some
12 month detention he was finally accused of giving the use of a type-

"writer to an opposition group of the government. However the case wae
found to be without substance so he was deported.

In October 1976, the brother who was superior of the commun-
ity in Buenos Aires, Patrick Rice was arrested and severely ill-treated
during his interrogation. He was later deported from Argentina in Decem-
ber. An account of his experiences appear in the Amnesty International
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Heport on Argentina, March 1977.

On Saturday, the 27th of November, 197G, an Argentine priest
Pablo Gazzarri who hed begun his postulancy some months before and was
preparing to enter the Novitiate of the fraternity in Venezuela, was
arrested when he was visiting his family. Despite every form of protes
on his behalf to the Argentine authorities, thare is s8till no exsct news
about him.

@y, Carlos Bustos,an Argentine Franciscan priest, ha{ bebnia
close friend of the community for some years. On Good Friday afternoon,
April 8%th, 1977, he was arrested . A Now, one year later there is still

no newg of him.

Finally on the 14th of June, 1977, the only remaining brother
Kleber Silva, was arrested at his work in the municipality of Buenos
Aires, Degpﬁta an official search the following day by Ehe police of
the Fraternity, habeus corpus writs etc. there is ARSGAEJmo official
informatior as to where he is being detained or of what he has been

charged.

The ocontinuing "secret detentionu"” of these
three priests Gagzzarri, Bustos and Silva is 8 souroce of constant anxiety

.and suffering both for their relatives and friends, the fraternity it- -

self an ;5any paeople in the Church, There iB neither the consolat;on
of knowing that they are alive and well, nor the sorrow-of being able to
mourn them|if they are dead, Our fervent hope is that they are well,
but for some mysterious reason, the Argeptine military government does
not wish to mention them én any official list of prisoners. Perhaps it
is beoause they have been subjected to brutal forms of interrogation.

In a recent meeting of the Latin Ameriocan region of the Fraterniy,
s deocided to make a final attempt to try and reciiéve some definite 1n—
formation. There are three very.simple questions @

1. Where is Kleber Silva Iribarnegaray being detained and under what

charge 7
pd

2. W¥Where is Pablo Gazzarri imprisioned, and why ?

3. Where is Carlos Bustos detained and under what accusation ?

We firmly believe on clear evidence that the Argentine government
knows where there are being held and ocan no longser wash $i¢4~ hands of
their arrest. ' We very simply ©all on the Argentine authorities to make
that information available, Without any evidence, our community has
come to be considered a directly subvergive group in Argentina. 4s we
don‘t fit into the traditional role of prieats because of our 1ife as
workers amoung the poor, we are suspected of all sorts of orimes.
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It is a trully sad day for a country when whoever lives and works
amoung the poor is coneidered a marxist, & communist or a terrorist, as
if such groups had a special cleim to that role. The penalty however

~ NEEN .
for that accusation withoutAbasis,haa not beimg trial or imprisonment

but rather kidnapping, secret detention, torture and possibly death,

Some details about these missing priests 3

KLEEER SILVA IRIBARNEGARAY

Kleber was born on the 20th April, 1925 in Montevi-
deo, Uruguay. In 1938 he entered the minor seminary, and in 1942 the
Salesian Congregation in Uruguay. He was then sent 4o the mouth of Ar-
gentina, the Patagonia, where he studied theology and was ordained a
priest on the 2nd of December 1951. He continued to work there largely
in schoolé:until in- 1960, he decided to retumn to his native city of
Montevideo. He left the Salesian order, to join the diocesen clergy
end dedicated himself to pastoral work amoung the youth of Montevideo.

In 1970 he came to Argeniina to enter the fraternity. After
making his povitiate in the province of La Rioja, he went to work in the
fraternity of Fortin Olmos in the province of Santa Fe. Finally in
1973, he came to Buenos Aires to realise hie long ambition of & com-
munity amoung the street-workers ¢f the municipality of the city.

They have alwaye a very oppressed and socially despised group, and even
though Brother Kleber was always careful to advoid girect politioal or
trade-union involvement, the fact he had been work' for some four years
inesach: an .environment, was sufficient to merit suspifion. H;s own
brether Jesus, who is also a priest had worked wiih him. -

Kleber wae an extremely aotive personality and totally dedi-
cated to his work, but also gensacrated much of his time to silent prayer.
His health, however, was never good and it was one of the reasons why le
found Argentine country-life very taxing. :

The fraternity in which he lived was situated at 1450 Malabia
Street and consisted of gome three rented rooms,one of which was used as:
a chapel. o June ?tﬂ? together with BRother Glovanni Cara, the suped-
ior of the fraternity for Latin America who was visiting Buenos Aires,
they had gone to epeak with Cardinal Aramburu, Archbishop of Buenos
Aires, who was always Eept fully informed of the work and mission of

the fraternity.

On Xuesday, 14th of June, 1977, Kleber left as usual for his
work at the department "Villag" of the Municipality. About 8.30 &.m.
a white "Ford Falcon" car carrying armed men in civilian clothes but -
elaiming to be police, had asked other street-cleanerst¥Where does Sil~-.

va work 7 Later a woman witness ~saw him been bundle@ into the




game car. He was then working eweeping Sanchez Street near the come
of Cervantes Street. However, it was late aftermoon before the brothers
realised that Kleber Silva had been arrested. Early the following day
Brother Caraz went to the place of work of Kleber but there was no further
news. In the afternoon, he went to visit the Apostolio Bunoio in Arged-
tina, Mona. Pio Laghi and other ecolesiastical authorities to see what

they could do to help.

Later that evening, a group of fou#men who Baid they were members
of the Argentine Armed Forces, and one who said he was a military fudge
intervening in the case of Silva came to interrogate the neighbours and
the brothers about him . It was quite clear to Brother Cara, whom they
interrogated,that they had'already spoken with Kleber, as they knew
exactly everthyng sbout the fraternity, and had even brought a French
translator along with them. THey were particularly interested in knowing
the pelitical ideas of Kleber Silva. However they refused to identify

themselves.

The brothers felt relieved knowing that Kleber had been detained
and not simply disappeared but it was not yet lmown where he was being
held. The following day a habeus corpus writ was presented on his
behalf to the £ ourt. However, the days passed by with no posi-
tive reaponse. Towards the end of July, it was known through ecclesiaa=-
tical circles, that he was detained in the big Army Camp (Campo de Mayo)
and had been very badly tortuasg_. Jhepn some weeks later he was tranafer-
red to some-place in La Platﬁﬁ Since tha ime, there has been no news

and we fear for the worst. m

" We have appealed for help to almost every relevant orga-
nization, the United Nations, fhe Inter-American Human Rights Commission,
the World Council of Churches, the Vatican, the American Administration,
the Red Cross, Ammesty International, eto. The Argentine government
insist on ignorzng or systematically denying the petit1on. '

. see more %he case of Silva page 9
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PABLO GAZZARRI

Pablo was born on the 23rd of September, 1944 in

the city of Buenos Aires itself. Both his parents are still alive,
~ as are two brothers and one sister. HE a8Be all his philosophy and
theology studies in the Seminary of the Archdiocese of Buenos Aires
at Villa Devoto and was ordained to the priesthood in 1971. He dbegan
working in a parish in the wastern part of the city, dedicating him-
self particularly to youty work, encouraging them Eatﬁizntar%ﬁ to go
and work amoung the poor, in the shanty-towns and in the country:'5“‘
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He was later moved,the central Santa Rosa Church ¢n Belgrano Sired,
and finally to a pazleh in the northern part of the city. Beocause of
his continous work amoung the youth, he began to receive several threats
to his life, particularly after the massacre of the Palotine religous
community at San Patricio, B¥lgrano, in whick 3 priests and two seminarians

vwere purdered in 1976.

In April he had expressed his desire to enter the fraternity as
he felt called to work more directly amoung the poor. Cardinal Aramburu
was in full agreement, although he was very preooupied about the threats
against Pablo. In July, 1976 Pablo began to live with the community at
the central fraternity én Villafafie Btreet, which was in the dock area
of Buenos Alres. He was already preparing to go to Venezuelas for His
novitiate when he was arrested. !

| Pablo waa of small stature but was always in exceptionally good
humour. He was deeply commitied to his Christian and Priestly life.

On the 27th of November, 1976 he was helping move some furnitum=
for the fraternity using his familly“s car. He was expeoted home at about
qﬁ p.m., as he had gone to return the car to his family. According to
witneases he had parked the car and was walking towards his parent’s
house in central BHenos Aires when he wa#arrested by some plain-clothes.
policemen. The Papal Nuncio, and other authorities were informed of
his arrest, and the daily "Buenos Aires Herald" published news of his
kidnhpping. On Tuesday a habeus corpus was presented bafome the
Appeal Court by his brother. Cardinal Eduarde Pironie, the prefect of
the Congregation of Religous in the Vatiocan, had befng his spiritual
director for many years, was also very active in trying ¢~ get news
. about him from the Argentime authorities. HOwever to all of these
appeals there has not been as yet any positive reply.

.  Informally , it was known that he was beénSheld ix #Ewo in
the Campo de Mayo Army camp .and that he had been very badly tortured.
In March, 1977, an international Catholic Youtk Movement of which Pablo
had been spiritual director, published a note smaying that he had been
released, but unfortunately this was never confirmed. OH the other haxl,
almost simultaneously, the French daily "Nouvel Observateur" and the
Spanish feature-magazine "Triunfo® informed on the 10th March, 1977
that Pablo had died in Buenos Aires as & result of TOrture. THis was
iqvestigated by the Vatican and found to.be totally unptrue.

During the visit of a military delegation to the May 1977 meeting
of the Argentine Episcopal Conference, the case of Pablo Gazzarri was
very much discussed, but the military claimed he would get the same
ireatment as any subversive. There was even the suggestion that he
might be freed if the critical sthop’a statement was substantially
modified.
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Since that {ime there have been many conmfusing rumours
which hies mother usually cogies to recleve. For example, that he has
been relessed, has veturned to Argentine and has been detained once =x
again. The certainty ie that he is in secret detentionlbut there
is now increasing doubt about his state of health as much time has paa-

sed.

(AN AR R AN AR EEENNREENEELXNENEENYE ]

CARLOS ARMANDO BUSTGS

AdCbuﬁﬂg

CarIgs was born in Crua—ded—R4e, a2 small town in
the mountaina near the city of Cérdoba in central Argentina. He was
born in March 1942. He entered the Capuchin order and stundied philoso-
phy and theology in his native Cérdoba. He was ordained in 1972 and
began working in a shanty-town in Buenos Aires until 1973 when he went
to Montevideo, Uruguay to integrate a mixed Franciscan community. He
finally returned again the following year and began working with the
Capuchin community in the shanty-town of Villa Soldati.

He was very heavilly built, of dark complexion but because
of his warm personality, he was very much loved amoung the shanty-town
dwellers to which he was especially dedicated. He worked ams a taxi
driver in order to support himself. _ ' .

off Good Friday, April 9th, 1977, be was arrested in the
etreets by plain-clothed policemen when he was going to the early ~
evening service in the Nueva Pompeya Basf{lica, Buenose Aires. He
previously recaeved many threats and his family had alseo been harassed

on differentoapasions.

Hia Capuchin Provincial Superior came immediately from Urue
guay, presenting habeus corpus writs, and the usual presentations to
the ecclesiastioal autbhorities. Amnesty Intermational and many other
international organisations began an urgent-action campaign on hie
behalf. In the episcopal conference of May, 1977, the visiting mili-
tary delegation again discussed his case, but they refused to bring
him to trial or put him in official detention.

The latest unofficial news is that he was being detained
in a cellar in the Province of Buenos Aires &ince COctober, 1977.

...................'.....'....'..A

EVIDENCE OF A FILM

The Argentine military government continually deny

the arrest and detention of these priests. . Tet, last May 1977, .2 mili~
tary delegation visited the Bishop’s meeting in San Miguel . - The high-
point of their conference was the presentation ¢f a film-report on




subversion in the Argentine Catholic Qhurch. 1In the alleged "documentayy"
8 young woman reportedly oconfessed that she belonged to some well-known
subversive organization and that this group had several priests who co-
operated activd}ly with it. Amoung those mentioned were Pable Gazzarri,
Carlos Bustos and several others. The military then explained that
these priests will recﬁ&va exactly the same treatment ae any subversive,
80 that the bishops should not interest themselves any mere in the cases.
Privately it was mentioned to some bishops, that Pable and Carlos could
well be freed if the prepared bishopa’statement from the conference covd
be sustantially modified. The Pishops did not agree to this exchange
and demanded that these priests be given a legal detention and if neces~-

sary a legal judicial process.

This sad incident is clear proof that both Frs., Carlos and
Pablo are detained by the Government, and that all sorts of accusations
are Gbinvented against them. Meanwhile, the Argentine authorities are
prepared to use the fadt openly to bring pressure on the different
decigions of the Church’s Hierarchy..

.._..‘........'....‘.....‘C-....'.-.'-..

RBLIGOUS PERSECUTION IN ARGENTINA

It is necessary to understand the extent and ferocity
of religous persecution in Argenitina to appreciate the dramatioc situation
of these priests. Even though the military government of General Jorge
Videla openly identifies itself with the Roman Catholic Church and pur-
ports to be Christian, an open psersecution has been un-—leashed against
any sector of the Church which works amoung the poor, or is actively
concerned about the question of human rights. .Scarcely a month has gone
by since March 1976, without some attadk on thase sectors of the Church.

In June, 1976 the entire community of the Palotine fathers weie

masgsacred,
In July, 1976 the two priests in the parish of Chamical,La Rioja

were kidnapped and killed.

In August, 1976, the bishow of La Rioja, Honl. Enrique Angelelli
was himself killed in a road accident, which the "Observatore Romana”
.d¢id not hesitate to call "mysterious”l

In June, two Assumptionist seminariens Radl Rodriguez and Antonio
di Pietro, were also arrested and are being held in secret detention now

for almost two: years,
In August Fr. Jim Weeks and four seminarians were arrested and

"later expelled from the country,
November, 1976, the entire *Lourdes Communlty in Buenos Aires wam

imprisioned and some of their members later expelled.
During christmas’methodist pastor Mauricio Lopeg was arresied =




and haa-bsi:sdisappeared now for over one year. M&anwhilae there are
several priests detained in La Plata prision, and-are refused even

any access 1o the Bible, \

Only recently we had the very iragio case of the two French
nuns , Sisters Domon and Dugquet who were kidnapped in December and
&8 yet have not been openly deolared in detention.

The agents of this violence are usually anonimous para-military
groups, who identify themselves with the Argeniine Armed Forces and
seem to have the full protection of the Argentine Government to act,
Yot the Government systematioally denies any responsabibity for this
persecution. There is no-one to appeal to.
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EXTRACTS FROM NEWS, ARTICLES, LETTERS etc. @

"Two other friends of mine used te work in shanty-towns. They were
worker priests. One drove a taxi, the other swept streets. They
were not politically active, but they ve diesappeared. The word is
that both have been assasinated., Being a worker priest, now is more

than enough for them to die."

Chicago Tribune PRess, January 23rd, 1978. .
S PEsTe ARE MARKED ME A " Bi; /)J.,_ '

"In the case of Kleber, who worked in the municipality, the most re~
cent news is the followingt Someone has Been Carlos ip s cave. Kle=-
ter could z2ls0 be there, as that would explain why there has been no
moee news of him. PBople don“t spesk anymore of he being held in

the Campo de Maye. IE this truer? As you probabaXly knowx, all has

finished for Pable v « o » "
- letter from Buenos Aires, 30th Cotober, 1977.

"As President Videla himself said at a meeting granted to Rabbi Morton
M, Bosenthal, in NEw York in September, In Argentina, there are neo
political prisonere and much less"prisoners of conscience™. Thare
certainly are subversive delinquents",

Letted of Argentine Ambassador in the Ue3,

Mr., Jorge A. Aja Espil, December 22, 1977.

"BEspecially trained military pezsonel hunger a vermin during several
days before introducing it into the intestine of the viatim, In that

way Fr. Pabla Cazzarri has just died ,...."
Nouvel Observateur 10th Maroch, 1977.




The disappearance of Kleber Silva, priest and street-worker

(Taken from Vida Fleva, Madrid. July, 1977)

The increasing number of disappearances in Argenti-
na is causing serious anxiety to the Church. There are also priests
amoung these people who disappear and for whom no legal authority is
prepared to answer. A friend of ours tells us of one such oase, 18
the writ of habeus corpus, which he forwarded us, it is communicated
to the authorities that Kleber Silwva never "professed any ideology which
was not that of the gospel itself",

This news is not an novelty, even in a country which is of-
ficially Christian. The priest’s name is Kleber Silwa, 52 years of
age, an Utuguayan citizen. On Junme 14th he checked in as usual in the
contral offices of the cleaning department of the municipality for the
zone of "Villas", He is a street—ocleaner. For 4 or 5 years now, he hm
worked in the question of garbage : H& speaks about his work very

naturally. HsxbeYswgsximxike

HE +tries to make the Church present, where it is totally abeent.
With no political commitment, nor links witk pro-guerilla movements.
Cnly by his witness and his presence, his desire to share the life and
work of the street-cleaners, his ambition to announce Christ to the
vworld, through a humble and poorly-paid work. It gave him enough to i
live on and that was suffiocient.

But hiwe activity which seems so simple becomes a crime, when one
of the "new guardian angels" of society thinks that this should not be.
How can a priest work cleaning the street 7 It is impossible for him
to do this work ¥ If Kleber works on the street and says he is a priest
he is en impostor and a delinguent. If he really is a priest, he is
working at something which a priest camnot do. He should not be.allowed
to go free on the streets. ‘
R . . o-‘;t WAR WAL
, As the matter is urgent, one has to &t rapidly and with swrpnive
instead of using the ordinary legal proeess. On Tuesday, June 1l4th,
between 8,30 and 9,30 am a ford Falcon car stops at the street where
Kleber is working and bhe is invited by some men to get in. Afterwards,
no one knowa anything more about him. As if he had been swallowed by
the ground itse}f. Thanxwiitirwe

A When will we kmow something of him ? When will we return to see
‘him with his brush, and cheerful face witnessing the Risen Lord on the
gtreets of Buenos Aires ? N
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"I earnestly request you, not to permit this appeal to fall into

silence ceees"
From a letter on K2eber’s behalf to Cardinal Villot

by Brother Francois Vidil, Prior of the Fraternity




10

Normally our community is reluctant to make any publio appeals.
We try to assume this situation of suffering in a spirit of sacrifice
and prayer. However the gravity of the situatior 18 such that we
-should do everything humanly possible to guarantee the physical inte-
grity of these three priests.

We make a final appeal to the Argentine government of General
Jorge Videla, that in the name of humanity and of the Christianity

hif—povernwent professes ,a‘ , his government would say where PABLO
GAZZARRI, CARLOS BUSTOS and KLEBER SILVA IRIBARNEGARAY are detained

and under what charges.

We hugibly request His Holiness Pope Paul Vi to interveme personal-
ly with the Argentine authorities on behalf of these priests.

We ask both the United Nationes and the Inter-American Commission
on Human Rights to pursue the invédtigation of these cases with full
vigour. :

He are confident that the present American administration, and
other governments will do all thep ocan to bring pressire on the
Argentine autharities in this matter.

Finally we appeal to all who ocome to know about this situationm
to do all they can to express thelr preccupation to the Argentine
government, and we invite them to0 join us in prayer for our brothers
and their families and for the reconciliation of the Argentine people

along the road of justice and peace.

Praternidad del Evangelio Fraternité Central,
(Padre Carloa de Foucauld)j Cepie,

Regién Latinoamericana, Limoux 11300
Apartade 51.753 - Caraoas 105 FRANCE

VENEZUELA

Contact any of the other Fratérnitiei or
PAtrick Rice,

Fraternity of the Gospel,
58 East 4th Street

New Tork

FT 10003




